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A UC Boulder student on
Flagstaff Mountain

L PR
REHLEL

By students, for students*:
the 20 best colleges for hikers.

Education and recreation meet
on these campuses, with
thriving outdoor programs and
nearby trails and mountains.

By Jackie Bannon (University of Wisconsin-Madison, ’17)
& Carolyn Webber (University of Utah, *17)

*and their parents

GRADING SHEET

We reviewed hundreds of
schools, rating themona
five-point scale based on
three main criteria:

A

Proximity to mountains,
trails, rivers, and other
outdoor recreational
opportunities

O

Culture, evaluated by
number of outdoor clubs
and participation

o

Quality and diversity
of academics for outdoor-
related careers

ADDITIONAL REPORTING BY SOPHIA ANGLETON, UNIVERSITY OF COLORADO BOULDER, ‘16
BT
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Laramie, WY

UNIVERSITY
OF WYOMING

Enrollment: 13,929

4.3

4.8
D 4.0
o 4.0

WESTERN
WASHINGTON
UNIVERSITY

Bellingham, WA
Enrollment: 15,332

It’s hard to beat WWU’s location:

students are natives.

College helps train future leaders, and this university believes roughing it breeds

the best ones. The intensive, two-semester Outdoor Leadership Development Series
culminates in a week of backpacking without an instructor in southeastern Utah.
Students of all majors are encouraged to apply, but just 12 are accepted. Didn’t make
the cut? No problem. At Wyoming, it’s easy to find close-to-home outdoor fun in the
Snowy Range (42 miles), Vedauwoo Recreation Area (16 miles), or the North Platte
River (76 miles). If you don’t know where to go on a weekend, ask someone—most UW

Pedal 20 minutes and you'll find
world-class mountain biking at
Galbraith Mountain, and drive 90
minutes to a top-notch ski resort
(Mt. Baker Ski Area, which holds
the record for highest annual snow-
fall). Plus, the North Cascades are
40 miles to the east and tide pools
line the campus’s west side. To

GO HERE!
NICHOLE MAE LUMADUE

rafting. It's popular for students to get out.”

SENIOR, ENVIRONMENT AND NATURAL RESOURCES
“l come from the East Coast, where going to the beach was the popular thing to
do during spring break. Here, I've noticed the big thing to do is go backpacking or

help students explore the area, the
Outdoor Center organizes multiple
trips per weekend. Moreover, at

this 100-percent renewable energy
campus, students work hard to pre-
serve the nature they enjoy. Western
Wilderness Trail Corps main-

tains trails in the North Cascades,

Students explore Vermont’s
Green Mountains.

4.2
4.7
™ 4.0
Q4.0

UNIVERSITY
OF VERMONT

Burlington, VT
Enrollment: 12,815

and student volunteers spread the
outdoor love by taking community
members outside with LEAD, an
environmental service club.

GO HERE!
GUS LANDEFELD

JUNIOR, GEOGRAPHY

“I really like the snow caving trip. It's
a funny way to get to know people
because you're sleeping in the
snow together, getting pretty cold,
but showing people that you can
have fun out of your comfort zone is
really big forme.”

When campus seems empty most weekends,
don’t look in the library. Check the Centennial
Woods a few blocks away, the shores and
waters of Lake Champlain, backpacking
trails in nearby Maine, or atop Mt. Hunger
under a full moon, where students gather
with cups of hot chocolate (an Outing Club
tradition). The club offers 100 trips annually,
and the Ski and Snowboard Club provides
free transportation to nearby resorts like
Stowe Mountain (45 miles; student pass costs
$4.00), skiers-only Mad River Glen (35 miles),
and Sugarbush (50 miles). A $370 season pass
scores unlimited days at the two latter. Back
on campus, students have their pick from 22
environmental majors and concentrations.

78

PHOTOS BY UNIVERSITY OF WYOMING-LARAMIE (TOP); UNIVERSITY OF VERMONT
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DARTMOUTH 4.2

COLLEGE O 4.2
# 9 Era:rﬁ:’rﬁzf’:t?s,zgs D43

In 1909, to “stimulate interest in out-of-door winter sports,” Dartmouth created the
first collegiate outing club, which is now among the largest in the nation with 1,500
members, about a quarter of the student population. Twenty to 30 trips depart weekly
among 14 specialty clubs, ranging from patrolling and rescuing on Dartmouth Skiway
(the college-owned ski area 20 minutes away) or maintaining 70-plus miles of trails
and shelters on the Appalachian Trail. The school pairs high-end academics with
easy-access escape, offering 11 cabins for students to rent 9 to 143 miles away. (Perk:
Eight cabins are open exclusively to alumni and employees.)

Middlebury’s Feb Ski-Down

4.1
#10 o

Q4.0

MIDDLEBURY
COLLEGE

Middlebury, VT
Enrollment: 2,526

#]] COLLEGE £}
Lewiston, ME @ 4.0
Enrollment: 1,792 Q 4.8

Q3.5

After their work is done, Bates students take their outdoorsy play with a little
whimsy: Honoring a 41-year tradition, students dress up as bananas, pumpkins,
penguins, etc. and plunge into freezing Lake Andrews on campus in January. Outing
clubbers bag nearby peaks constantly, and in October, a group of 100 scale Katahdin
together. Closer to school, early birds take sunrise paddles on Lake Auburn, while
night owls can partake in the “children of midnight” adventures (see below). Despite
quirky adventures, students (mainly New Englanders) are serious about their native
land. For 80 years, they have maintained a 3.5-mile section of the Appalachian Trail.

Adventure for free? Why not. With
abudget of $5,000, the school’s
Adventure Grant program com-
pensates students for gas, food,

and camping fees, averaging about
$250 per trip. Students come with
strong academic credentials and
interest in the outdoors (environ-
mental studies is the third-most
popular major). A lucky 30 students
get to live the dream in the Outdoor
Interest House where someone is
always running down the hallway
saying theyre going sledding, skiing,
hiking, or fishing.

BEST OUTDOOR Children of Midnight

TRADITIONS BATES

Catamount Classic
UvMm

Grab your tuxedo, All students receive an One weekend each year,

sequined leggings, and email from the Outing

about 700 students divide

getinvolvedinthe Club around 10 p.m. invit- and tackle the 273-mile

oddball action. ing them on a spontaneous Long Trail in Vermont’s
SSseenesemmrnraInes e - o adventure, like sledding or Green Mountains to honor
stargazing on nearby Mt. an outing club leader who

David.

80 10.2016

passed away prematurely.

PHOTOS BY (FROM LEFT) DARTMOUTH COLLEGE; YEAGER ANDERSON; POMONA COLLEGE

ILLUSTRATION BY T.M. DETWILER
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UNIVERSITY [ 3.0
OF CALIFORNIA, | =7
BERKELEY 3.3

Berkeley, CA @ 3.
Enrollment: 37,571 @ 5.0

This #1-ranked university for environmental and ecology programs is a magnet for
tree huggers. The eight-week forestry field camp in the Sierra Nevada, open to all
majors, has students staying in rustic cabhins while studying flora like ponderosa
pines and black oaks. Cal Adventures, the university’s Outdoor Education Program,
takes students backpacking through Yosemite and Sequoia National Parks, both only
about four hours away. A full moon paddle on the San Francisco Bay lets students
watch the sun set behind the Golden Gate But CHAOS’s (Cal Hiking and Outdoor
Society) signature event is definitely the “gonrmet trip” (see page 81)

APPALACHIAN Y-
e 3.9

4.0
Eﬂy EcRSITY D27

Enrollment: 18,026 @ 5.0

16

Deep in the Blue Ridge Mountains, Appalachian State students worship the land
they love—90 percent of the students here are native North Caroliniang, and 80
percent say they chose ASU for the outdoor opportunities. “Instead of partying at a
bar, they party at a rock.” says Erik Rabinowitz dir ¢ recreation manage-
ment program. To turn its students’ outdoor pass cers, the school con-
nects recreation management majors to internships with organizations like Alaska
Mountain Guides and the National Park Service, and any student can earn credit for
wilderness certifications such as climbing site facilitator, mountain bike instructor,
and Leave No Trace master educator

SIZE MATTERS
Climbing walls are today’s must-have ?bﬁtsi:%gﬁ)
campus accessory. 50 ft. tall

4,000sq. ft.

U.OF IDAHO
(2002)

55ft. tall
6,0005sq. ft.

]

(oll]
(2014)
37 ft. tall
7,000+ sq. ft.

#1 7 M 3.5
D43
QD 4.0

3.9

WHITMAN
COLLEGE

Walla Walla, WA
Enrollment: 1,418

Whitman might have an idyllic,
cloistered campus, but students
seem more keen on spending time
away in some of the 600 acres of rec-
reational area nearby. Closer afield
is Lakum Duckum, a geothermal
spring that flows through the heart
of campus. Students take advantage:
Last year, 40 percent of them were
involved with the outdoor program.
Environmental studies majors can
participate in the “Semester in the
West,” a three-month, 8,000-mile-
long expedition through Oregon,
Nevada, California, Arizona, Utah,
New Mexico, and Idaho where stu-
dents sleep under the stars and meet
in the field with conservationists,
foresters, poets, and others.

PHOTOS BY (LEFT TO RIGHT) NORTHLAND COLLEGE; REED COLLEGE; UNIVERSITY OF COLORADO BOULDER
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